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What is Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)?
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Source: “Tackling Technical Barriers to Trade”, EnterpriseSG (2022)
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UN’s Non-Tariff Measure (NTM) Classification

TBT
Sanitary & Phytosanitary 

Measures (SPS)

Pre-Shipment Inspection & 

Other Formalities

Contingent Trade Protective 

Measures

Price Control Measures Financial Measures
Measures Affecting 

Competition

Non-Automatic Licensing, 

Quotas, Prohibitions & 

Quantity-Control Measures

Trade-Related Investment 

Measures
Distribution Restriction

Restriction on Post-Sales 

Services
Subsidies

Government Procurement 

Restrictions
Intellectual Property Rules of Origin Export-Related Measures

What is the difference between TBT and Non-Tariff 
Measure (NTM)?

Source: UNCTAD International Classification of Non-Tariff Measures 2012



WTO TBT Agreement

“ Ensuring that standards, technical 

regulations, and conformity 

assessment procedures do not create 

unnecessary obstacles to international 

trade while recognising that countries 

have the right to regulate for 

legitimate objectives.

Source: WTO TBT Agreement
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>3,000 TBT notifications submitted annually…

Source: “Technical Barriers to 
Trade Agreement – 10 Key 
Results from 2022”, WTO (2022)
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… and in 2022, 392 TBT notifications were related to 
climate change and plastics

Source: “Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement – 10 Key Results from 2022”, WTO (2022)

Climate change related TBT Notifications

Plastics related TBT Notifications
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Since 1995, Specific Trade Concerns (STCs) grew by 
~24.5% annually…

Source: “Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement – 10 Key Results from 2022”, WTO (2022)
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…. and STCs from 2002 to 2020 covered imports with an 
annual value of US$2.4T 

Source: “Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement – 10 Key Results from 2022”, WTO (2022)
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To keep abreast of TBT notifications, >19,000 users have 
been registered on WTO’s ePing platform…

Source: “Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement – 10 Key Results from 2022”, WTO (2022); 
WTO ePing (2023)



… allowing them to exchange views on new regulations 
& seek clarifications in a timely manner

10Source: “Technical Barriers to Trade Agreement – 10 Key Results from 2022”, WTO (2022)
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STAYING UPDATED WITH THE LATEST 

TBT NOTIFICATIONS

to ensure that your product 

adheres to the standards and 

certifications needed.

IN A NUTSHELL, GO GLOBAL BY

REACHING OUT TO ENTERPRISESG FOR 

ASSISTANCE ON TBT MATTERS

to streamline your 

internationalisation journey and 

capture global opportunities.

Sign up for WTO ePing

notification service

Reach out to EnterpriseSG for 

TBT-related matters

11



This material may contain confidential and/or official information. 

The terms and conditions governing its use can be found at www.enterprisesg.gov.sg/Terms-of-Use.

THANK YOU
www.enterprisesg.gov.sg
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